
Studies for a Strong Marriage         
by Dr. Mark D. Hill 

FAMILY LIFE 
101: 

(Maleness vs. Femaleness) 
 
I. INTRODUCTION 
  

What is the difference between a male and a 
female?  Is it the same answer if the question is 
referring to now on the earth vs. eternity?  Does the Bible give us the answers?  Today’s study 
will focus on what we can find out through the Scripture.  For the rest we may just have to fill in 
the blanks. 
 

II. GOD MADE MANKIND IN HIS IMAGE 
 

A. Gen 1:26-  The Hebrew word for man in this verse is “adam” which can mean the 
individual or mankind. 

 
B. Gen. 1:26-  The Hebrew word for image in this verse is “tselem”  which means a 

resemblance or representative figure.  What does this mean? 
 

1.  God made mankind with a physical body and with an immaterial part containing 
 the soul and spirit.  Because He is spirit (John 4:24), He didn’t make Adam to 
 resemble God in the sense of  having flesh and blood.  However, the body did 
 have the resemblance in the fact it was created in perfect health and was not 
 subject to death. 

2.  Mentally, mankind was created with the ability to reason and choose. This is a 
 reflection of God’s intellect and freedom.  

3.  Morally, mankind was created in righteousness and perfect innocence, a 
 reflection of  God’s holiness. 

4.  Socially, mankind was created for fellowship. This reflects God's fellowship within 
 the Trinity and His desire to have fellowship with mankind. 

 
III. GOD MADE MAN AND WOMAN 
 
 A. Gen. 2:7-  The Hebrew word for man here is the same "adam" but obviously in its  
  context means the individual man Adam. 
 
 B. Gen. 2:16-17-  Man not woman was given the commandment to not eat of the tree of 
  the knowledge of good and evil. 
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 C. Gen. 2:18-  The Hebrew word for helper is "ezer" which means help or aid. 
 
 D. Gen. 2:21-22-  The Hebrew word for rib is "tslea" which literally means curved bone  
  from the side of Adam.  In spite of urban legends, both men and women have 12 sets of 
  ribs.  Chasing a small rabbit...since neither Adam or Eve were created do you think they 
  had belly buttons? 
 
 E. Gen. 2:23-24-  The Hebrew word for woman "ishshah" can be translated female,  
  woman, or wife. 
 
 F. Gen. 3:9,12-  In verse 9, God called out to Adam not Eve to find out where he was.   
  And in verse 12, we see Adam shifting the blame and not taking responsibility. 
 
 G. Gen. 3:16-19-  We see in these verses the two major differences in man and woman.  
  Woman was responsible for childbirth and man was responsible for providing for the  
  family.  In addition, we see that the woman in Proverbs 31 is also responsible for  
  taking care of the "nest".  In 1 Timothy 5:8, the man, by use of the masculine pronouns, 
  is admonished to not neglect the  needs of his household. 
 
 H. Gen. 3:20-  It wasn't until after the curse that Adam named his wife Eve which in Hebrew
  is "Chavvah" and means lifegiver.  Theologians disagree over the fact that possibly  
  before the Fall both Adam and Eve were classified as "man" or "man and second man". 
 
 I. Romans 5:12-  Because of Adam sin came into the world.  So through all men sin is  
  passed on.  The only way we could have had a sinless sacrifice in Jesus was to take man 
  out of the equation.  So the Holy Spirit caused Mary to conceive Him. 
 
IV. GOD MADE MAN AND WOMAN TO LOOK DIFFERENT 
 
 A. On the earth-  it is clear that on the earth men and women look different.  Because of  
  the commandment to populate the earth through childbirth there are different functions 
  for the different body types.  This is not sex ed class so we will move along. 
 
 B. In heaven 
 
  1.   In Scripture, angels are always described as looking like men or young men and 
   are never portrayed as female (Mark 16:5, Luke 24:4).  In addition, they do not 
   marry  (Mark 12:25). 
 
  2. We will recognize people in eternity (2 Samuel 12:19-23, Luke 9:33, 16:23). 
 
  3. Since there will be no childbirths in heaven what is the possibility that the glorified 
   body may not have these body parts and we will be neuter in gender?  Will we 
   all enter heaven like the angels in that we will look similar to young men with no 
   age marks and healthy looking?  


